THE  DUNCIAD*

BOOK the FIRST

BOOKS and the Man I sing, the first who brings \     /
The Smithfield Muses to the Ear of Kings,     J v

i Books] Book x?28b.       2 Ear] ears

* THE Dunciad, Siff M.S. It may be well disputed whether this be a right
Reading. Ought it not rather to be spelled Duncciad, as the Etymology evidently
demands? Dunce with an e, therefore Dunceiad with an e* That accurate and
punctual Man of Letters, the Restorer of Shakespeare, constantly observes the
preservation of this very Letter c, in spelling the Name of his beloved Author,
and not like his common careless Editors, with the omission of one, nay some-
times of two ee's [as Shak' spear] which is utterly unpardonable. Nor is the neglect
of a Single Letter so trivial as to some it may appear; the alteration whereof in a
learned language is an Atohivement that brings honour to the Critick who advances
it; and Dr. B. will be remembered to posterity for his performances of this sort,
as long as the world shall have any Esteem for the Remains of Menander and
Philemon. THEOBALD. <This note is attributed to Theobald on account of the
final sentence, which Pope has taken from Shakespeare Restored, p. 193. The
epithet "punctual" which he applies to Theobald is intended, no doubt, to refer
to the critic's interest in "commas and points." Rowe and Pope both used the
spelling "Shakespear," and were followed hi this by Hanrner and Warburton.
See also B i in. *eDr. B." is Bentley. Gf. B iv 217 f->
I have a just value for the Letter E, and the same affection for the Name of
this Poem, as the forecited Critic for that of his Author; yet cannot it induce me
to agree with those who would add yet another e to it, and call it the Dunceiadc;
which being a French and foreign Termination, is no way proper to a word
entirely English, and Vernacular. One E therefore in this case is right, and two
JE's wrong; yet upon the whole I shall follow the Manuscript, and print it with-
out any E at all; mov'd thereto by Authority, at all times with Qriticks equal if
not superior to Reason. In which method of proceeding, I can never enough
praise my very good Friend, the exact Mr. Tho* ffearne; who, if any word occur
which to him and all mankind is evidently wrong, yet keeps he it in the Text
with due reverence, and only remarks in the Margin, sic M.S. In like manner
we shall not amend this error in the Title itself, but only note it obiter^ to evince
to the learned that it was not our fault, nor any effect of our own Ignorance or
Inattention. SCRIBLERUS. <For Hearne see A iii 184^. and Biog. App,>
i. Books and the Man I sing, etc.] Wonderful is the stupidity of all the former
Criticks and Commentators on this Poem! It breaks forth at the very first line.
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